
The CPI Promotions Committee is reprising its successful Museum Crawl event 
as part of  a larger Old Town Festival on June 11.  CPI wants to highlight the 

community treasures we have with our beautiful historic buildings, cultural heritage, 
and the volunteers who are working to revitalize our Old Town California historic 
district. Those attending the Old Town Festival and Mini-Museum Crawl will enjoy 
a free trolly ride with a tour of  local history, collections of  items from earlier times 
displayed by local 
citizens, “old time” 
games and activities 
for kids, information 
about how CPI and its 
committees are working 
to revitalized the Old 
Town district, street 
vendors with snacks, 
and, maybe, a display of  
antique steam engines, 
tractors, or cars.  Plans 
are still in the works, 
so come and join us on 
June 11, 10am – 4pm, to 
celebrate the history of  
our community.

Calendar of Events
• April 21 – CPI Board Mtg. 

6pm, Upstairs LIbrary

• April 26 – Workshop: New 
Approaches for Rural Business 
Development

• May 2 -  Promotions Comm. 
5:30pm, Upstairs Library

• May 12 – Organization Comm. 
4pm – Jungmeyers’ House

• May 16 – Economic Vitality 
Comm. 5:30pm, Jungmeyers’ 

• May 16 – Design Comm. 
6:30pm, Upstairs Library

• May 19 – CPI Board Mtg. 6pm, 
Upstairs Library

• June 7 – Promotions Comm. 
5:30pm, Upstairs Library

• June 9 - Organization Comm. 
4pm, Jungmeyer House

• June 11 – Old Town Festival and 
Mini-Museum Crawl 10am – 
4pm, Old Town

• June 16 – CPI Board Mtg. 6pm, 
Upstairs Library

• June 20 - Economic Vitality 
Comm. 5:30, Jungmeyers’

• June 20 - Design Comm. 6:30 
pm, Upstairs Library
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Coming Event... 
Old Town Festival and Mini-Museum Crawl

Bowlin-Cantriel’s 2015 Mini Museum Crawl Exhibit 

Dancing With the Stars
a Big Success

CPI’s Dancing With the Stars performed to a “sold 
out” crowd at the Finke Theatre on April 9.  

Local talent included Lana Dicus performing with 
Charlie Roll, Beth Schoeneberg led by Rudy Schroeder, 
and Steve Wasser steppin’ out with Vickie Schroeder. The 
couples danced a walltz, a two-step, and a dance of  their 
choice. The appreciative and supportive audience voted 
Beth and Rudy as the trophy-winning couple.  The crowd 
also enjoyed a number of  performances in the second 
half  of  the show, namely:  several dances by children in 
the audience, the Stroll was demonstrated by volunteer 
couples, a square dance group from Jefferson City performed, 
dancers from a beginning waltz class showed what they have 
learned, Lana and Bill Dicus danced a cued round dance, and Rudy 

and Vickie Schroeder closed the evening with a West Coast swing 
dance.  Thank you to the Organization Committee who planned 
the event, all the dancers who spent many hours in practice, and to 
the wonderful audience who came to support this CPI fundraiser. 

Lana and Charlie Rudy and Beth.
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If  you get Rudy or Vickie Schroeder 
to volunteer for a project, you usually 

get the other one, too, since they support 
each other and are a great team.  Vickie, 
as a past Executive Director of  CPI, led 
many projects and fundraisers and also 
worked as the NAP Administrator.  She 
helped CPI get started with the Main 
Street Program and spent many hours 
organizing the Wine, Dine and Win events 
and Annual Dinner Meetings.   Most 
recently, Rudy and Vickie have given many 
volunteer hours to make CPI's Dancing 
With the Stars Event a big success. They 
used their years of  dance experience to 

serve as dance instructors for two of  our 
“Stars”, and spent many hours in dance 
practices and helping to organize the 
event.  Currently, Rudy and his brother, 
Phil, are working on plans for a CPI 
parade float to be used in community 
parades.  Their goal with the float display 
is to demonstrate the many community 
betterment projects that CPI has 
accomplished over the years.  We know 
Vickie will have her paint brush out to 
help Rudy and Phil complete this project!

We’re grateful to Vickie and Rudy for all 
the time and effort they devote to CPI 
projects.

Old Town Volunteer Spotlight 

Vickie Schroeder dances with Steve 
Wasser for DWTS.

Patricia Kay is celebrating 10 years in business at the 
current location of  her interior design and gift shop.  

Starting her practice in 1981, she operated out of  her home 
until she and her husband, John,  purchased the historic 
building at 401 North High Street.  They began a two-year 
process of  renovations using state and federal tax credits to 
complete the project.  The building is listed on the National 
Register of  Historic Places. 

Although currently in the process of  closing her gift shop 
business, Patricia will continue to provide interior design 
services in the same location.  Patricia will offer custom 
draperies, window treatment, fabrics, hardware, rugs, and 
more.  She carries samples to match any décor, and is able to 
special order many products.  

Patricia’s goal is to provide personal service, convenient 
store hours, and flexibility to help clients with all of  their 
design needs. No project is too big or too small.  Her 
design expertise includes paint color selection, furniture 
arrangement, window treatment design, and drafting or 
revising plans for a remodel project.  

Patricia earned a bachelor of  science degree in Home 
Economics, with a major in Interior Design from the 
University of  Missouri-Columbia.   Patricia Kay Interiors is 
open Wednesday through Friday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
and Saturdays 10:00 am to 2:00 pm  Other hours are available 
by appointment. She can be reached at 573-796-2025.

Old Town Business Spotlight:
Patricia Kay Interiors

Old Town Spotlights
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I love my California Progress office!  It’s located on the second 
floor, front north corner of the County Library, and I often look 
out one of my windows and take in the activities of our busy 
town.  I love to leave the windows open to hear all the trains that 
pass through too; this is a special novelty in today’s world!  I hear 
friends honking at each other as they pass, I hear children happily 
walking home from school, I hear wonderful sounds of American 
and Hispanic music, I smell those lovely flowers from across the 
street at Smith-Burke Park… I love my office, and I love California.

I married and moved to California in 1988.  In 1989, California 
Progress, Inc. was founded.  I guess you could say that we’ve 
grown up in California together, and it’s been a wonderful 
adventure, for both of us!  I have memories of walking through 
this building I’m sitting in right now when it was stripped down 
to its core as it was being renovated from an empty, falling 
down eye-sore into the beautifully busy county library it is now.  
I remember the trash, the weeds, and the dozens of railroad 
ties laying around the railroad tracks, which is now California’s 
Railroad Depot Park north of our beautiful City Hall.

So many of the things that I enjoy from my office window, and 
many more, grew out of a California Progress vision.  And CPI 
still has many visions!  Our Wayfinding Signage project will 
guide visitors and tourists to points of interest throughout town.  
Through our Planter Sponsorship project, we are adding a touch 
of floral beauty to California businesses. Through the Missouri 
Main Street program, we are actively supporting our Old Town 
District’s businesses through events like the Spring and Fall 
Open Houses and the upcoming Old Town Festival & Mini-
Museum Crawl, and we are trying to save other old, historic 
buildings from demise in order to give them a working purpose 
for the citizens of our community, like the Historical Society and 
the Finke Theatre buildings do.

It’s getting dark now.  This is my favorite time to be working 
in CPI’s office…I look out and the Old Town lampposts ignite 
Oak Street all the way down, till I can’t see them anymore.  Oh, 
you should come up one night when it’s snowing; now that’s a 
beautiful scene of California, Missouri! 

—Susan Burger, CPI Executive Director

Director’s Note

On January 26, Kenney and Natalie Newville spoke to 
business owners about using Social Media to promote 
their businesses.

This CPI Committee has the goal of  building organizational 
capacity by encouraging the people, funding, and local 

enthusiasm needed to implement revitalization in California's 
Old Town District.  To reach this goal, the committee works to 
1) recruit and recognize volunteers, 2) improve communication 
with community partners and organization members, 3) 
build strategies for fundraising, and 4)  organize teamwork 
between Old Town Committees.  Working together, the four 
CPI Old Town Committees have helped to focus attention on 
revitalization of  the historic district.  This is important because 
research shows that, when a town takes pride in its historic 
buildings and heritage, it helps economic development in the 
entire town.  The Organization Committee created CPI's original  
website, publishes this quarterly newsletter - “The Progress 
Report”,  worked on early plans for the NAP program, created 
a promotional brochure, and completed several fundraisers 
including the successful “Dancing With the Stars” recent 
event.  Members of  the committee are Dolores Burger, Shane 
Dunnaway, Earl Friedmeyer, Beth Jungmeyer, Charlie Roll, 
and Mary Ann Wasser.  New volunteers are needed for every 
committee – so please call the CPI office if  you would like to 
help with these efforts.

Meet the Old Town
Organization Committee

Rural Business Development 
Training is Scheduled

CPI’s Economic Vitality Committee will host a guest speaker 
on April 26th from 6-7 pm.    Mr. Luke Holtschneider, a 

District Director for the Mo. Economic Development Council, 
will share “New Approaches for Rural Business Development”.  
He has worked with many towns in a 40-county area to teach 
strategies that help rural communities meet new challenges in 
economic growth.  All interested citizens are encouraged to attend 
this training at the City Hall Meeting Room. Refreshments will be 
served.  This is the second quarterly training scheduled this year for 
business owners and community leaders.

California Progress, Inc. has accomplished much in its 27 
years as a community betterment corporation.  This was only 
possible because CPI has had so many dedicated volunteers 
who have given their time and talents to make these projects 
successful. It’s hard to imagine how many CPI volunteer hours 
must have gone into the renovation work at the Finke Theatre.  
And now the Friends of the Finke Theatre organization has 
taken over the building and continues to manage it and have 
had numerous successful show seasons without any paid staff.  
What a tribute to volunteerism! CPI just concluded a special 
fundraising event, “Dancing With the Stars”.  I’d like to give my 
personal gratitude to the people who spent hundreds of hours 
at dance practices and the many others who organized the 
event, sold tickets, sponsored the show, and made the evening 
such a success. Of course, we couldn’t have a success without 
our local area citizens who supported our efforts with a “sold 
out” show. As you read about CPI’s current activities and events, 
please think about how many volunteers it takes to complete all 
this work, and join me in gratefully acknowledging the spirit of 
volunteerism that makes California a great place to live. 

—Alex McGill, CPI President

Thoughts from the President
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2016 CPI Board of Directors

We hope that our newsletter can be shared with you through email ot save postage and paper. 
If you received your copy in the mail, but could help us by sending us your email, please 

contact us at office@californiaprogressinc.org or call the office, 573-796-4071.

CPI’s Parade Float

The Organization Committee's 
new project is a parade float that 

highlights CPI's successes over the 
years.  Fortunately for us, we found 
a master designer and float builder 
in Phil Schroeder.  You can see a 
sneak peek of  the first panel he has 
completed that depicts CPI's Ehrhardt 

Building Project that is now the 
Moniteau County Library.  It looks like 
a photo!  Now we know why he didn't 
take us up on our offers to bring paint 
brushes to help him paint it – he was 
going for professional work!  Be sure 
to look for CPI's float in community 
parades this year.

CPI OFFERS 0% INTEREST LOANS FOR BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS!

That’s correct, 0% loans!  CPI is currently offering 
0% loans to non-residential property owners within 

the city-limits of  California in order to upgrade your 
properties!  Loans can be made anywhere from $1000 
to $15,000, depending on your needs.  Renovations 
can include curb and sidewalk repair, window and door 
upgrades, masonry repair, paint, awning replacements, 
slipcover removals and signage.

There are many benefits to giving your building a “face 
lift” with one of  our no interest loans.  It will reduce your 
cost of  improvements to your building, it will increase 
the market value of  your property, it will attract more 
customers to your business, and it will improve the look of  
your community.  It’s a win win situation! 

With recommendations from its Loan Committee, CPI has 
already approved over $60,000 within the last year.  We 
have until December, 2017 to loan out $40,000 more, and 
YOURS could be one of  those loans!

CPI, which is a non-profit, community betterment 
organization, was established by community leaders as 
a way to enhance and beautify our town’s many special 
features.  In 2014, CPI was approved to participate in 
its eighth (8th) such community program through the 
MO Dept of  Economic Development’s “Neighborhood 
Assistance Program” or “NAP”.  The purpose of  this loan 
program is to provide an incentive toward upgrading and 
enhancing existing properties.  Through the past 27 years, 
we have earned a reputation as a model award recipient 
and participant in Missouri’s DED’s NAP program.  And 
because of  this program and YOU, California is a nicer, 
better place to live!

So please call or email Susan Burger at the CPI office:  
573-796-4071 or calproginc@hotmail.com, for any 
questions that you might have concerning a 0% interest 
loan to be put toward renovations to your business or 
church!  We are here for you!  


